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LECTURE TO ADDRESS RISE OF MODERN INDIAN NATIONS
MISSOULA —
Noted legal scholar, historian and author Charles Wilkinson will give a lecture on the 
relationships between the U.S. government and modern American Indian tribes Thursday,
April 21, at The University of Montana.
Wilkinson will present “The Long Road to Tribal Self-Determination” at noon in the 
Law Building’s Castles Center. He will discuss how Indians have risen against forces of 
oppression to regain their dignity and lay claim to fundamental human rights that the American 
government has moved to deny them through careless and oftentimes insidious legislation.
His lecture is free and open to the public. After Wilkinson speaks, he will be on hand 
to sign his latest book, “Blood Struggle: The Rise of Modern Indian Nations,” in the Law 
Building’s Pope Room.
Wilkinson is a former attorney with the Native American Rights Fund and the author 
12 books, including “Crossing the Next Meridian: Land, Water and the Future of the W est.” 
He teaches at the University of Colorado in Boulder, where he is the Moses Lasky Professor of 
Law and a Distinguished University Professor.
Wilkinson’s appearance was organized by UM ’s O ’Connor Center for the Rocky 
Mountain West and the Native American Law Students Association. He is the keynote speaker
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for UM’s Tribal Leaders’ Institute Symposium, titled “The Indian Self-Determination Act at 
30 Years of Age: Accomplishments and Challenges.”
The symposium will bring together 25 leaders from all eight of Montana’s tribal 
organizations. The purpose of UM’s Tribal Leaders’ Institute, supported by The Sallie Mae 
Fund, is to offer executive, professional training to Native leaders to help them tackle the 
political, economic and cultural issues facing their people.
“It’s actually historic for our campus to have tribal leaders from all of Montana’s tribal 
organizations gathered together at the University,” said Kathy Cross, institute project manager.
Institute director Pat Williams said, “Our Tribal Leaders’ Institute is the only one in the 
nation commemorating three decades of the Indian Self-Determination Act. Our symposium 
will examine this immensely important legislation and its impact on our nation’s tribes, as well 
as what it means for the future.”
For more information, call Cross at (406) 243-6416.
m
NOTE: The entire Tribal Leaders’ Institute is open to members of the media. Highlights will 
include appearances by Franklin Ducheneaux, former counsel to the U.S. Congress during the 
writing of the Indian Self Determination Act, and Pat Smith, an attorney who will address the 
impact of the recent case “Cherokee Nation vs. Leavitt,” which could mean federal dollars 
flowing to tribal lands.




1:15 to 3 p.m. — Brantly Hall Presidents Room
■ “Opening prayer”
■ “Welcome” by Pat Williams, director of the Tribal Leaders’ Institute and an 
O’Connor Center Senior Fellow.
■ “Luncheon address” by Franklin Ducheneaux, former counsel of the U.S. House of 
Representatives Indian Affairs Interior Committee.
■ “Introduction” by Lois Muir, UM provost and vice president for academic affairs.
■ “Architectural presentation of UM ’s new Native American studies building” by Kate 
Shanley, director of Native American studies, and Patrick Weasel Head, director of UM’s 
American Indian Student Services Program.
6:30 to 9 p.m. — Missoula Children’s Theater, 200 N. Adams St.
■ Catered traditional meal by Three Wolves. Hosted by UM ’s Native American Law 
Students Association. Blackfeet singer/songwriter/performer Jack Gladstone will entertain.
Friday, April 22
9 to 10:30 a.m. -- Law Building’s Castles Center
■ Brian Upton, an attorney for CS&K, will speak about the Bison Range Annual 
Funding Agreement. A discussion will follow.
10:30 to noon -- Law Buidling’s Castles Center
■ The group will break into sections to discuss the Indian Self-Determination Act, as 
well as the Tribal Self Governance Act of 1994. In addition, the Native American Law 
Students Association will present case studies that examine the strengths and weaknesses of the 
act as a means for realizing tribal self-determination.
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